The art of medicine: teaching oncology fellows about the end of life.
The artistry of medicine is important in any doctor-patient interaction, but becomes particularly meaningful at the end of life. In the US there has a been a recent acknowledgment by several medical organizations, including the American Medical Association and the American Board of Internal Medicine, that education of physicians regarding this aspect of medicine has been inadequate. Awareness of the importance of end of life issues must occur in training programs, such as oncology fellowships. This article describes a lecture series, in evolution at one institution, which focuses on the 'Art of Medicine'. A variety of topics are discussed, with the intention to broaden perspectives of physicians and thereby facilitate changes in our approach to the end of life.